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Tiny Tykes Essentials is a volunteer-led nonprofit providing 
essential items for babies and children so families can stay 
together and thrive. We supply shoes, clothing, diapers and 
wipes, diaper bags, toiletries, car seats, high chairs, strollers, 
cribs, bassinets, and beds—because every child deserves the 
essentials.

Founded in February 2023 by foster moms Jenna Garvin and 
Beth Wenrich, TTE began as a small foster care resource closet 
and quickly grew as requests poured in. We now serve the 
broader community while keeping our focus on little ones’ 
needs. Along with practical items, we offer each family a Bible 
and the opportunity for prayer.
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Hello!



Since 2023, we’ve assisted hundreds of families across Central 
Pennsylvania, including:

• Foster families with new placements
• Families referred by school districts, New Hope Ministries, women’s 

shelters, and Safe Families for Children
• Households working with county Children and Youth services
• Teen moms, single parents, grandparents raising grandchildren, and 

others facing hardship

Our rapid-response model often fulfills referrals within 24–72 hours, 
providing thousands of essential items that prevent placement 
disruptions, support safe sleep and car seat safety, and help families 
remain together.
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Tiny Tykes Essentials serves Cumberland, Dauphin, York, Adams, 
Franklin, and Perry Counties—about 1.3 million residents across 
suburban and rural communities—where timely access to child-specific 
essentials is limited, especially large safety items (cribs, beds, strollers, 
car seats) and consumables (diapers, wipes, formula, toiletries, 
clothing, shoes).

Caseworkers and partner agencies come directly to us for items that 
keep families together and children safe at home; most referrals are 
filled within 24–72 hours at no cost to families.

Key demographics (PA Kids Count)

Population (6 counties): ~1.3 million residents
Poverty (at or below FPL): ~9–13% overall; higher among households with 
children and single-parent families

Primary source
PA Kids Count (Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children): 
https://www.papartnerships.org/kids-count/ 

(Data Center and County Profiles provide latest county-level indicators 
for poverty, single-parent households in 2024.)
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ALICE (working poor): Many households earn above poverty but below 
the cost of basics (housing, childcare, transportation, food)
Single-parent households with children under 18: 

Cumberland County: ~ 13,000 (24–25%)
Dauphin County: ~19,000 (35–36%)
York County: ~24,000 (30–31%)
Adams County: ~6,500 (23–24%)
Franklin County: ~8,500 (29-53%)
Perry County: ~2,400 (22–23%)

Our role

By coordinating referrals and supplying essentials quickly, Tiny Tykes 
Essentials reduces placement disruptions, eases reliance on 
government-funded services, and strengthens child safety and family 
stability across Central Pennsylvania—particularly for families in poverty 
and ALICE households.
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98% of the families we serve are 
at or below the poverty line.



Every week, our volunteers show up to get essentials into the hands of families. 
Their steady, compassionate work keeps children safe and families together. 

In 2025 our volunteers served over 625 hours. We expect that to more than 
double for 2026 as we continue to grow every week.

Since launching in 2023, Tiny Tykes Essentials has:
• Provided more than 2,200 essential items
• Supported over 350 families across Central Pennsylvania

Who we help
• Domestic violence survivors rebuilding safety and stability
• Teen moms navigating new parenthood
• Grandparents stepping in to raise grandchildren
• Foster parents receiving same-day or short-notice placements
• Families facing job loss, housing instability, or other economic hardships

What we provide
• Safety items: cribs, beds, car seats, strollers, high chairs
• Daily necessities: diapers, wipes, toiletries, clothing, shoes
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Community Impact

How we make it happen
•Direct coordination: Caseworkers and partners 
come to us for items that keep families together 
and children safe at home.

•Volunteer power: Daily and weekly volunteers 
move requests from intake to pickup, so no child 
goes without—strengthening families and easing 
demand on public services, one essential at a time.



Tiny Tykes Essentials actively markets both to families in need and to donors and 
sponsors. 

We were recently approved as a nonprofit volunteer opportunity for Liberty 
University students, and we have 5 interns for the 2025-2026 winter semester 
(many of whom are helping remotely).

Social media: We run ongoing campaigns to connect families with resources, 
share urgent needs (diapers, cribs, car seats), and highlight impact stories that 
inspire giving. Targeted posts and reels help us reach those in need, caregivers, 
caseworkers, and local supporters.

Advertising: Thanks to a gifted billboard from Lamar, Tiny Tykes Essentials was 
featured throughout November 2025, reaching an estimated 226,100 viewers in 
Mechanicsburg and Carlisle.

Events and sponsorships: Our annual Walk for Families engages the community 
and secures corporate sponsors, expanding both awareness and funding.

Partner referrals: A growing network of organizations refers families directly to 
us, including Cumberland County Children and Youth, foster care agencies, 
Bethany Christian Services, Safe Families for Children, Mechanicsburg School 
District, New Hope Ministries, UPMC social workers, Pinkies, Shippensburg 
School District, and many others.

Together, these efforts keep our pipeline strong—connecting families to 
essentials quickly, mobilizing donors, and sustaining year-round support for 
children across Central Pennsylvania.
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Walk for Families



Projected 2026 Improvement Expenses ($41,500)

❑ Safety Resources $30,000
❑ Shelving for Storage $1,000
❑ Washers & Dryers $2,000
❑ Clothing Racks $1,200
❑ Laundry Detergent and Dryer Sheets $300
❑ Social Services Emergency Fund $7,000

Projected Yearly Expenses ($55,500)

❑ Items/Resources to Distribute $40,000
❑ Rent/Utilities $12,000
❑ Operating Expenses $1,500
❑ Marketing Materials $2,000

Projected Yearly Income/Fundraising ($97,000)

❑ Fundraisers $30,000
❑ Crossroads CC Rent Donation $12,000
❑ Other Grants (not received) $53,500
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Year One (2023)
Goal: 50 families served.
Evaluation: Officially began in October but over the full year, 
we met our goal.

Year Two (2024)
Goal: 104 families served.
Evaluation: By connecting with other nonprofits, we were able 
to meet this goal. Continue to get organized and build a team of 
volunteers.

Year Three (2025)
Goal: ~250 families served.
Evaluation: We have built a name for ourselves in the 
community and partnered with local sponsors to make serving 
families possible. We will exceed this goal with 15-20 families 
coming in each week.

Year Four Goals (2026)
Goal: 800 families. With our current rate of families per week, we 
will meet or exceed this goal. 
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Billboard gifted from Lamar for 
November 2025
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Small Marks-Mighty Impact Grant
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